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Fig. 1. Polychaete captured by Lesser sandplover
Charadrius mongolus.
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Fig. 2. Percentage of prey items taken by Lesser
sandplover Charadrius mongolus at Yatsu Tidal Flat
in Chiba Prefecture.
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Foods of Lesser Sandplover
Charadrius mongolus
Pallas (Charadriidae) at Yatsu
Tidal Flat in Chiba Prefecture

Kazuyuki kuwabara

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chiba 280, Japan

On 19 April 1981, foods of 38 individuals of
lesser sand plover Charadrius wmongolus are
examined by telescope observation at Yatsu
Tidal Flat in Narashino City, Chiba Prefecture
(35°41’N. 140°00’E). In mud substratum, the main
item of prey caught by lesser sandplover was
polychaete worms and they occupied 93% of the
total diet althogh 7% of foods were unidentified.
Size of the polychaete worms taken by Lesser
Sandplover ranged from 1.5cm size (20.0%), 3cm
size (21.8%), 6cm size (24.2%), 9cm size (17.0%),
to 12cm size (9.9%). The dominant species of the
larger polychaetes than 3cm inhabiting study area
was Neanthes succinea, and this suggests that the
food, of which the size was more than 3cm, taken
by lesser sandplover was Neanthes succinea.





